
Amber Suggitt                     Teaching Philosophy 

 

I believe that my role as an educator is to challenge those around me - pushing them to think and 

see more than they thought possible - and to provide a supportive environment with the necessary 

resources for students to meet that challenge. I occasionally receive comments on my evaluations that I am 

more challenging and more helpful than other instructors. I aspire to be both of these, because a mind that 

has not been challenged will never grow. As Albert Einstein once remarked, “[t]he value of a college 

education is not the learning of many facts but the training of the mind to think.”1 Such a philosophy 

might not seem so pertinent when teaching language courses, and yet it is more applicable than many 

people realize. Language can’t (just) be memorized; it must be learned. To be sure, a fair bit of 

memorization is required - at least initially in the language learning process. Wherever possible, however, I 

teach my students how to think through a problem, rather than to memorize a table or a chart. Analysis is 

not an easy skill to learn, but it is no more difficult than memorization and it serves a much greater 

purpose: it enables a student to approach a problem - even without guidance - so that when they face an 

unknown situation outside of the classroom they feel confident in tackling it, rather than taking refuge in 

their dictionary. 

Of course, my own preference for analytical and critical thinking over rote memorization and 

imparting of facts can obscure the fact that most students have their own preferences for learning. As an 

instructor it is imperative not only that I am aware of this, but that I factor this into my teaching style. 

Individual interaction with my students helps me to ensure that I can do my best in meeting their needs, 

while still structuring my class as a whole according to my own teaching philosophy. Office hours and 

email interactions with my students contribute to an environment that is as personalized and supportive as 

possible, and allow me to help my students make the most of the classes they take from me.  

In addition to these important resources, I also strive to share with my students the enthusiasm I 

possess for the language and culture I teach. Perhaps my favorite comment that I ever received from a 

student came one year while I was teaching an 8.30am course; one of my students remarked that he was 

not a morning person and often struggled to stay awake during his early classes. “I never have that 

problem in your class,” he noted, “you’re too happy and enthusiastic. I can’t help but stay awake and 

focused on the material.” It is extremely rewarding as an instructor to see students so positively impacted 

by the classes we teach and come away with increased knowledge and enthusiasm. In the end, I can only 

teach what a student is willing to learn. But my passion, encouragement, support, and availability can help 

give students the push they need to engage better with the material and to make the courses they take 

successful ones. 

                                                 
1 Cited in the New York Times, May 18, 1921. Reprinted in Einstein: His Life and his Universe, Walter Isaacson, 2007: p. 299. 


