
1 
 

IP 290 – Winter 2015 

 

Location:  122 Whitman 

Time:   T 5-5.50pm 

Instructor:  Amber Suggitt 

Office:   169 Whitman 

Telephone:  (906) 227-1914 

Office Hours:  TR 2-4pm, and by appointment 

Email:   asuggitt@nmu.edu 

 

 

Course Description 

An opportunity to participate in and report on campus and community events of an international nature, 

keep track of and report on current events and issues from around the world, learn about various world 

countries, and network with classmates and others.  

 

Note: This course can be repeated for credit. 

 

Course Objectives 

Students in this class will: 

1. Become familiar with and able to discuss current events taking place around the world 

(Evaluated through homework assignments, final exam) 

2. Be able to analyze and discuss three of the most important issues facing a world region (Final 

Exam) 

3. Engage with international events at NMU and beyond (Homework Assignments) 

4. Get to know each other and network (Not evaluated, but important!) 

 

Required Texts 

The Economist, subscription available through NMU Bookstore 

 

Course Website: http://ip290.wordpress.com/  

Please bookmark this site for future reference. Materials used in class, important links, and all 

assignments will be posted on this site. If students miss class, they are responsible for visiting our course 

site to see what was missed and what will be due. 

 

  

http://ip290.wordpress.com/
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Course Requirements and Grading 

The final grade for the course can be broken down as follows: 

 

Attendance/Participation 10% 
Homework 50% 
Reports on International Events 15% 
Final Exam 25% 

 

GRADES 

Your grades in this course are based on the following scale: 
93-100 = A 90-92 = A- 88-89 = B+ 83-87 = B 80-82 = B-  
78-79 = C+ 73-77 = C 70-72 = C- 68-69 = D+ 63-67 = D below 63 = F 

 

Attendance and Participation 

Your attendance in class is mandatory. Excused absences (e.g. sickness or family problems) will not be 

counted against you. Your attendance and participation grade will reflect how often you attend class 

and how much you interact with the material and other students while in class. All students are 

expected to come to class having prepared for the day and to participate in class work and discussion. 

 

Homework Responses 

Every week, even if class is cancelled due to weather, etc., students will submit a homework assignment. 

Unless otherwise noted, students should: 

1) Read the top 2-3 stories of the week in The Economist. 

2) Read the top 5 stories for “your” region of the world. 

3) Glance through the other main current events happening around the world. 

4) Write up a report on what you have read: this should include an overview of the top news for the 

week explained as if to a person who has no knowledge of current events, and it should also 

include your personal analysis on one or more of the news stories. 

The homework assignments will be due by the time our class meets every week, and they should be 

structured in essay form (i.e. introduction, body, and conclusion – do not just give me one giant chunk of 

text). The assignments must be at least 500 words long and should be posted to the student’s blog as a 

new “post” with the title reflecting the number of the assignment (e.g. “HW #1”) and a word count 

included at the end. 

Reports on International Events 

Four times this semester students will attend and report on an international event that takes place at 

NMU or in Marquette. You can find events you wish to attend by browsing NMU’s website, searching 

online, from flyers posted on campus or around Marquette, or by word of mouth. After each event you 

are to submit a report on them, including what and when the event was and its value to you and others. 

 

NMU Calendar:  http://www.nmu.edu/calendar/index.php 

IPO Programs and Events: http://www.nmu.edu/internationalprograms/programs-and-events 

http://www.nmu.edu/calendar/index.php
http://www.nmu.edu/internationalprograms/programs-and-events


3 
 

Blogging 

I will ask every student to create a blog for submitting homework responses (see above) as well as other 

assignments. Students are free to use a site of their choice, but whatever site they pick must be publicly 

viewable and allow for comments from (unregistered) users. 

Students are encouraged to make their blog their own, but should remember that it is not a personal 

site and should therefore maintain a level of appropriateness suitable for academic work. You are 

welcome to choose any theme, font, and color provided it is legible (black backgrounds, super squiggly 

fonts, etc. are too difficult for my eyes to handle). Additionally, I encourage you to post anything that 

you encounter in other courses or on your own that you feel is interesting and relevant to the nature of 

this course (international events and issues). 

Final Exam 

Our final exam will take place on Wednesday, April 29 from 4-5.50pm in 122 Whitman. 

 
 
Cell phone/Laptop Policy 

No cell phones may be used during class time. If I notice you texting or using your phone for social 

media, etc. during class you will receive zero participation points for the day. If I see you using your 

phone again, you will be asked to leave class and will be counted absent for the day. 

Laptops may be used if specifically required for an in- class assignment. At all other times they should 

be closed. No social media or email use is permitted during classtime. If I see you using your laptop for 

a non-educational purpose, you will be asked to leave class immediately and will be counted absent 

for the day. If it happens a second time, you will no longer be permitted to use your laptop in class at 

all.

 

E-mail Policy: 

Please feel free to e-mail me with any questions that you have about the course, clarification of 

homework or assignments, and any concerns you may have. I will respond to your e-mail as quickly 

as possible, but expect a 24 hour turn-around time. If you miss a class, please do not email me to ask 

what we are doing or have done in class. My answer will always be to check online. 

When you email me please include our course title in the subject line, use a polite form of address (e.g. 

“Dear Amber”), and be sure to sign your name. If you do not do so, I will not respond to your email. 

 

Disability Services: 

If you have a need for disability-related accommodations or services, please inform the Coordinator of 

Disability Services in the Dean of Students Office at 2001 C. B. Hedgcock Building (227-1700). Reasonable 

and effective accommodations and services will be provided to students if requests are made in a timely 

manner, with appropriate documentation, in accordance with federal, state, and University guidelines. 
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 GRADING RUBRIC 

 

Homework is due by 5pm on Tuesday each week. Be sure to post your response on your blog with 

the number of the assignment as the title (i.e. “HW #1,” HW #2,” etc.). Be sure to include a word 

count at the bottom, as well. 

I am looking for report-quality submissions, so be somewhat formal in your style and mechanics, 

even when the topic is personalized. 

 

Homework Grades Rubric 
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Length 500+ words      Less than 500 words 

Content Clearly shows that the 

writer has read and 

understood the 

assignment. 

     Reader wonders 

whether the writer has 

read and understood the 

assignment. 

Personal 

Analysis 

Gives insightful, logical 

personal analysis of a 

topic or current event, or 

several.  Includes 

specific, pertinent stories 

from writer’s experience 

abroad. 

     Incorrect or illogical or 

incomplete analysis of a 

topic or current event, 

or several. 

Lacks specific, pertinent 

stories from writer’s 

experience abroad. 

Writing 

Organization 

and Tone 

Well organized, engaging 

tone.   

Enjoyable to read. 

     Poorly organized. 

Disconnect with the 

reader. 

Writing 

Mechanics 

(Grammar, 

Spelling, 

Punctuation, 

etc.) 

Sentences flow smoothly 

with few errors.  Readers 

can focus on the content 

rather than on writing 

problems.   

     Errors disrupt the flow 

of the writing, drawing 

the focus of readers to 

writing problems rather 

than on content. 

 

 

 


