
1 
 

IP 490 – Winter 2015 

 

Location:  122 Whitman 

Time:   T 4-4.50pm, R 4-5.40pm 

Instructor:  Amber Suggitt 

Office:   169 Whitman 

Telephone:  (906) 227-1914 

Office Hours:  TR 2-4pm, and by appointment 

Email:   asuggitt@nmu.edu 

 

 

Course Description 
Prerequisites: Completion of study abroad experience and 75 credit hours, junior standing, or instructor permission. 

The objective of this course is to discuss and analyze various experiences of traveling, studying, living, and working 

in a foreign culture. We will discuss “culture-shock” and the adaptation process that a person experiences while 

abroad, various international issues facing countries today, and international careers and the steps taken to 

acquire them. 

 

This class will not have lectures or tests in the traditional sense. As the bulletin description states, this class will be 

full of discussion and sharing.  The idea is for each of us to reflect on and process our international experiences, 

learn about other parts of the world from each other and other sources on campus, do research and report on it, 

learn about and prepare for international careers, and become better world citizens. 
 

Course Objectives 

Students in this class will: 

1. Reflect upon and process their study abroad experience (Evaluated through Assignments, 

Presentation) 

2. Do some career preparation (Assignments) 

3. Increase their cultural intelligence (Assignments) 

4. Research international issues and present findings in written and oral format. (Papers, 

Presentation) 

 

Required Texts 

Iron and Silk (Mark Salzman): Available in NMU bookstore or online. ISBN: 978-0394755113 

 

Cultural Intelligence: A Guide to Working with People from Other Cultures (Brooks Peterson): Available in 

NMU bookstore or online. ISBN: 978-1931930000 

 

Course Website: http://ip490.wordpress.com/  

Please bookmark this site for future reference. Materials used in class, important links, and all 

assignments will be posted on this site. If students miss class, they are responsible for visiting our course 

site to see what was missed and what will be due. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Iron-Silk-Mark-Salzman/dp/0394755111/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1420733169&sr=8-1&keywords=iron+and+silk
http://www.amazon.com/Cultural-Intelligence-Working-People-Cultures/dp/1931930007/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1420733226&sr=8-1&keywords=Cultural+Intelligence%3A+A+Guide+to+Working+with+People+from+Other+Cultures
http://ip490.wordpress.com/
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Course Requirements and Grading 

The final grade for the course can be broken down as follows: 

 

Attendance/Participation 10% 
Homework Responses 30% 
Assignments 15% 
Country Presentation 10% 
Research Papers, Presentation 35% 

 

GRADES 

Your grades in this course are based on the following scale: 

93-100 = A 90-92 = A- 88-89 = B+ 83-87 = B 80-82 = B-  
78-79 = C+ 73-77 = C 70-72 = C- 68-69 = D+ 63-67 = D below 63 = F 

 

Attendance and Participation 

Your attendance in class is mandatory. Excused absences (e.g. sickness or family problems) will not be 

counted against you. Your attendance and participation grade will reflect how often you attend class 

and how much you interact with the material and other students while in class. All students are 

expected to come to class having prepared for the day and to participate in class work and discussion. 

Homework Responses 

Students will write a weekly homework response that reflects both on part of the reading for that week 

as well as the student’s own experience(s) abroad. The purpose of these assignments is for the student 

to engage more directly with the material and to share his or her own perspectives on an event, situation, 

experience, etc. Although there may often be personal aspects to these responses, they should still be 

written with a more formal tone and mechanics. If you are confused by this, please or email your 

instructor. 

The homework responses will be due Tuesdays by 4pm (excluding the weeks where a research paper is 

due). Responses must be at least 500 words long and should be structured in essay form – this means 

they should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. All homework responses should be posted to 

the student’s blog as a new “post” with the title reflecting the number of the assignment (e.g. “HW 

Response #1”) and a word count included at the end. 

Any work submitted for an assignment that engages in academic dishonesty will receive a zero. For 

more information on what does or does not constitute academic dishonesty, see the “What is 

Plagiarism?” PPT posted on our course site and the information on page 4 of this syllabus. 

 

Assignments 

As part of this course, students will investigate various aspects of international careers, work on their 
career objectives and resumes, and improve their professional presence. There will be regular 
assignments meant to help students with their professional development and their preparedness to 
enter the job market. 
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Blogging 

I will ask every student to create a blog for submitting homework responses (see above) as well as other 

assignments. Students are free to use a site of their choice, but whatever site they pick must be publicly 

viewable and allow for comments from (unregistered) users. 

Students are encouraged to make their blog their own, but should remember that it is not a personal 

site and should therefore maintain a level of appropriateness suitable for academic work. You are 

welcome to choose any theme, font, and color provided it is legible (black backgrounds, super squiggly 

fonts, etc. are too difficult for my eyes to handle). Additionally, I encourage you to post anything that 

you encounter in other courses or on your own that you feel is interesting and relevant to the nature of 

this course (international studies and events). 

Research Papers and Presentation 

Twice during the semester students will write a research paper of at least 1,000 words (approximately 3 

pages). These papers will be focused on an assigned topic that relates to an international issue. Students 

will receive feedback on their papers and are expected to use this feedback to improve subsequent 

work. A third and final research paper of at least 1,200 words will be due in place of a final exam, and 

students will present on this final research paper topic during the last weeks of the semester. The 

student may decide on a topic of his or her choice for the final paper, dependent upon instructor 

approval. Note: all research papers will be submitted in hard copy and not via email or on the student’s 

blog. Grading rubrics for both the research papers and presentation can be found online, and students 

should note that they are expected to incorporate visual aids into their presentations. 

 

Country Presentation 

Each student will give one short (10 minute) presentation on a past study abroad experience. All 

presentations should be accompanied by some kind of visual aid, such as a PowerPoint, a Prezi, etc. 
 

 
 

 

Cell phone/Laptop Policy 

No cell phones may be used during class time. If I notice you texting or using your phone for social 

media, etc. during class you will receive zero participation points for the day. If I see you using your 

phone again, you will be asked to leave class and will be counted absent for the day. 

 

Laptops may be used if specifically required for an in-class assignment. At all other times they should 

be closed. No social media or email use is permitted during classtime. If I see you using your laptop for 

a non-educational purpose, you will be asked to leave class immediately and will be counted absent 

for the day. If it happens a second time, you will no longer be permitted to use your laptop in class at 

all. 
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E-mail Policy: 

Please feel free to e-mail me with any questions that you have about the course, clarification of 

homework or assignments, and any concerns you may have. I will respond to your e-mail as quickly 

as possible, but expect a 24 hour turn-around time. If you miss a class, please do not email me to ask 

what we are doing or have done in class. My answer will always be to check online. 

When you email me please include our course title in the subject line, use a polite form of address (e.g. 

“Dear Amber”), and be sure to sign your name. If you do not do so, I will not respond to your email. 

 

Disability Services: 

If you have a need for disability-related accommodations or services, please inform the Coordinator of 

Disability Services in the Dean of Students Office at 2001 C. B. Hedgcock Building (227-1700). Reasonable 

and effective accommodations and services will be provided to students if requests are made in a timely 

manner, with appropriate documentation, in accordance with federal, state, and University guidelines. 

 

Statement on Academic Dishonesty (taken from the NMU Student Handbook, pages 16-17): 

“No students shall intentionally or unintentionally participate in academic dishonesty. If a student is 

uncertain about an issue of academic honesty, s/he should consult the faculty member to resolve 

questions in any situation prior to the submission of any academic work.” 

 

Academic Dishonesty includes: 

-    Cheating (accepting or offering help to another student during a quiz or exam) 

-    Complicity (helping another student engage in academic dishonesty) 

-    Falsification (presenting information or documents that are false) 

- Plagiarism (submitting the words or ideas of another person without 

proper acknowledgement) 

- Multiple Submission (turning in a paper or assignment that was already 

submitted for another class) 

 

It is your responsibility to ensure that you understand what constitutes academic dishonesty, and 

to ask your instructor if you are even slightly unsure. Ignorance will not be accepted as an excuse. 

 

To see more details about Academic Dishonesty, including your rights as a student, please refer to 

sections 1.2.1, 1.2.3, and 2.2.3 in the Student Handbook. 
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Tentative Course Schedule 
NOTE: Schedule is subject to change due to inclement weather. 

In the event of a cancelled class, you are still expected to do the reading and post the HW Response, if one is due that day. 

 Readings/Homework 

C
o

u
n

tr
y 

Presentations Other 

Ja
n

u
ar

y 

13 -- 
 

-- First day, syllabus 

15 -- -- Register MWA: 
www.myworldabroad.com/nmu 
spend an hour looking, short report 

20 HW#1   
Iron & Silk 1-50 

-- Assign Research Paper #1 

22 -- 
 

-- Research Sources 

27 HW#2   
Iron & Silk 51-80 

Amber --  

29 -- 
 

-- Formatting Styles 

Fe
b

ru
ar

y 

3 -- 
 

 
------------------------------------- 

 

5 -- 
 

-- Research Paper #1 Due 

10 HW#3   
Iron & Silk 81-130 

 
------------------------------------- 

MWA: Read about resumes 
 

12 Iron & Silk 131-158 
 

-- Turn in your “Career Objective” 

17 HW#4   
Iron & Silk 159-211 

 
------------------------------------- 

-- 

19 -- -- MWA: Turn in your resume Skills & 
Traits 

24 HW#5  
Cultural Intelligence 1-29 

 
------------------------------------- 

-- 

26 -- -- MWA: Learn about Government jobs, 
short report 
 

M
ar

ch
 

3 
SPRING BREAK! 

5 

10 HW#6   
Cultural Intelligence 30-62 
 

C
o

u
n

tr
y 

-- Assign Research Paper #2 

12 -- 
 

-- MWA: Turn in your complete resume 

17 HW#7   
Cultural Intelligence 63-105 

 
------------------------------------- 

-- 

19 -- 
 

-- Professional presence 

24 HW#8   
Cultural Intelligence 106-128 

 
------------------------------------- 

 

26 -- -- MWA: Learn about NGOs, short 
report 
 

31 -- 
 

-- Research Paper #2 due 

http://www.myworldabroad.com/nmu
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A
p

ri
l 

2 -- 
 

R
es

ea
rc

h
 

-- Final Research Paper Topic due 

7 HW#9 
Cultural Intelligence 129-151 

 
------------------------------------- 

 

9 -- 
 

 
------------------------------------- 

MWA: Learn about Teaching Abroad, 
short report 

14 HW#10 
Cultural Intelligence 151-176 

 
------------------------------------- 

 

16 -- 
 

 
------------------------------------- 

MWA: Learn something, short report 

21 HW#11 
Cultural Intelligence 177-217 

 
------------------------------------- 

 

23  
 

 
------------------------------------- 

Course evaluations 

28 Final Exam Period 
 

 Final Research Paper Due by 11am 

 

 


