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Course Observed:  GR 310:  German.Culture and Civilization 

 

Description of the class:  18 students present  

 

12:55 Amber arrived and set up her computer 

12:55-1:00 Amber answered questions and chatted with students as they arrived and got settled 

into their seats 

1:00 Amber greeted students and introduced me. She checked that students had the required 

material and mentioned the movie they viewed last week. She listed what they will cover today 

and in which order. She gave a brief overview of the graphic novels MAUS I and MAUS II, 

editions, years published, and a timeline of events.  She checked what students remembered by 

asking questions and eliciting responses.   

Amber then projected the timeline as students followed along with their books and laptops open. 

Some students took notes. Amber used hand gestures as she made comparisons with places they 

are familiar with such as campus or Tourist Park. 

Amber then resumed the plot on the timeline and asked students to volunteer information.  I 

observed that not all students responded, and that only two or three participated in the discussion. 

Most students, however, were attentive as they listened to Amber recount the horrors of the 

Holocaust.   

Students were then given 15 minutes to answer the comprehension questions from the assigned 

reading, which were either projected on the screen or available online. They were encouraged to 

not only cite directly from today’s reading, but also to compare to their previous readings. 

After 12 minutes or so, Amber advised students they had two more minutes to finish their 

responses. 

Next, Amber asked students to clarify the difference between work camps and death camps. 

Amber wrote the German word for “end solution” on the board and explained the German desire 

for land to grow food and to be self- sufficient. Amber led the discussion by asking questions and 

eliciting responses. Students were informed, interested, and engaged in the activity.  

Amber then widened the discussion by asking how these experiences compare and if they were 

typical or not typical for Jews during the Holocaust. 



“Do you consider these books to cover WW II as well as the Holocaust?”   Students were asked 

to raise hands, but not everyone responded. She continued, “Are these books fiction? Did you 

enjoy reading them?”  Here the response was positive with most students weighing in. 

Amber encouraged students as she summarized their comments and  ideas. “I like Angie’s 

insight.” 

1:40 Amber then moved on to discuss the film “The Reader”, which students watched in class 

the previous week. Students formed small groups and discussed the four questions. Amber 

circulated around the room and talked with groups, encouraging them to dig deeper. All students 

were talking to each other and responding to questions.  The classroom was more animated now. 

“This was the first movie that made me feel sorry for a Nazi. It’s less black and white,” one 

student commented. 

Amber brought the class back to the whole and asked if there were any questions. Now other 

students offered insights and comments. Amber prompted individuals to share with the rest of 

the class. Good examples from the film were mentioned.  Amber asked students to look beyond 

the German and Jewish perspectives and experiences. “How do you understand this film as the 

betrayal of generations?” Asking students to tie in other experiences, she enhanced the 

discussion with pertinent information about history and film.  

Amber ended the discussion by asking students if the revisionist perspective, or changing the 

view of history, is fair. Students shared their opinions. 

The class then took a ten minute break with a worksheet to follow. 

 

Comments on the class: 

Amber is knowledgeable, enthusiastic, and passionate about German culture and civilization. She 

engages well with her class as she offers explanations and insight.  Amber spoke clearly and 

pointed out page numbers with concrete examples. She has an excellent rapport with her 

students, who clearly enjoy her class. 

During whole class discussions, I suggest that Amber call on individuals to encourage more 

participation. Also, an occasional walk around the room would discourage a student in the back 

from texting or typing the assignment. 

Amber showed interesting slides which added to the discussion and understanding of the books, 

movie, and larger concepts of German culture, life, literature, and film. 


